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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What do you suggest that we should change to increase voter 
registration and participation in the US?

2. How to the two political parties help or hinder the voting process for 
their own gain?

3. What other factors make it hard to make changes to the voting process

4. Does the Electoral college’s role discourage voting?

5. What would you like to see the State of Florida do to improve our voting 
process?

6. The Florida primary only allows Republicans and Democrats to vote but 
not independents.  Is this a fair system?

Increasing Voter Participation in America
By Daniel Root and Liz Kennedy July 11, 2018 in Center for American Progress

Almost 92 million eligible Americans did not vote in the 2016 presidential 
elections. In the 2014 midterm elections, an estimated 143 million eligible Americans 
failed to vote, marking the lowest voter participation in 72 years. For the nation’s 
democracy to function properly and for government to provide fair representation, all eligible
Americans must have the opportunity to vote—and be encouraged to do so. Our collective 
self-rule is established and fostered through free, fair, accessible, and secure elections 
through which the voice of every eligible American is heard.

The American people recognize the importance of voting in our democracy. In a 2018 Pew 
Research Center survey, 74 percent of respondents ranked election participation as a very 
important determinant of good citizenship—above paying taxes and following the law. And 
yet, millions of eligible voters are missing from America’s political decision-making process. 
This may be because of unnecessary barriers in the voter registration and voting process 
that prevent would-be voters from casting ballots or because potential voters feel alienated 
from government. Nationwide, roughly 6 million American citizens are barred from having 
their voices heard because of antiquated and discriminatory ex-offender 
disenfranchisement laws. 

However, America can build an election system based on pro-voter policies and practices 
that drive participation by all eligible voters. To do so, first, barriers to registering to vote and
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to voting must be eliminated, and reforms must be implemented in order to enable all 
eligible Americans to cast a ballot that will be securely counted. Implementing automatic 
voter registration (AVR) in all 50 states and the District of Columbia could result in more 
than 22 million newly registered voters in just the first year of implementation.5 In addition, 
eliminating ex-offender disenfranchisement laws would bring more than 6 million new voters
into the electorate. At the same time, civic engagement tools must be designed to 
encourage voting, particularly for those who have become alienated from the democratic 
process and do not feel heard by their elected leaders or represented in government.

When people exercise their power as voters, they can elect local, state, and national 
leaders who are responsive to and reflective of the communities they serve.

The table below (done by Ballotpedia) presents national voter turnout rates for each federal 
election year from 2002 to 2018. Clearly, presidential election years have a greater 
percentage of voters. 

Voter turnout rates in the United States, 2002-2018 (expressed as a percentage of 
eligible voters

Year            Total ballots cast Total ballots cast for highest 
office

2018 50.3% 49.7%

2016 60.2% 59.3%

2014 36.7% 36.0%

2012 58.6% 58.0%

2010 41.8% 41.0%

2008 62.2% 61.8%

2006 41.3% 40.4%

2004 60.7% 60.7%

2002 40.5% 50.1%

The World Population Review has put out a voter turnout by Country in 2020.

The US has an average percentage of 56% of people who voted in recent elections 
versus those who are eligible to vote. 

Countries who have over 80 percent of eligible voters who cast ballots in recent elections 
include Belgium, Sweden, and Denmark

Countries who have 70 per cent or more of eligible voters voting include Australia, South 
Korea, Netherlands, Israel, New Zeeland, Finland, and Hungary.

Countries who have over 60% of eligible voters who go to the poles include: Australia, 
France, Mexico, Italy, Greece, Canada, Portugal and Spain. 

Some of the ideas to improve voter turnout from around the world include:

1. Allow people to register to vote on election day
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2. Automatically register people to vote (driver’s license renewal)

3. Make campaign season shorter

4. Allow people to vote for “None of the above”

5. Let people rank the candidates instead of picking one

6. Require people to vote

7. Hold the election on a weekend

Suggestion to increase voting percentage in the US include the following

1. Preregistration (Florida)

2. Online registration (Georgia)

3. Early voting (lots of states)

4. Vote-at-home with vote centers (Colorado)

5. Restore rights of formerly incarcerated people (Virginia)

6. Strengthen civics education in high school (Kansas)

7. Have all voting done by mail in ballots (Colorado, Oregon, Washington, Utah)

Others have suggested that the Electoral College is actually a deterrent to voter 
participation.

Perhaps we feel like we have been forced recently to chose the lessor of two evils so we
don’t vote at all.

There have been many examples of places in the US where the voter rolls are littered 
with people who died years ago. 

Florida voting Law
Voter Registration

To vote in Florida, one must be at least 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, and 
a legal resident of Florida and the county in which he or she intends to vote. [1][2]

Voters may retrieve registration applications at the following locations: [1]

 Local elections offices

 Public assistance agencies

 Disability services agencies

 Independent living centers

 Military recruitment offices

 Public libraries

 Offices that issue driver's licenses

 Fishing and hunting license shops

A registration form is also available online. The form can be printed and submitted via mail. [2]
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http://election.dos.state.fl.us/pdf/webappform.pdf


Automatic registration

Florida does not practice automatic voter registration.

Online registration

Florida has implemented an online voter registration system. Residents can register to 
vote by visiting this website.

Same-day registration

Florida does not allow same-day voter registration.

Residency requirements

To register to vote in Florida, you must be a resident of the state. State law does not 
specify a length of time for which you must have been a resident to be eligible.

Verification of citizenship

Florida does not require proof of citizenship for voter registration.

    Voter identification

Florida requires voters to present photo identification with a signature while
voting.[3][4]

The following list of accepted ID was current as of November 2019. Florida 
driver’s license

 Florida identification card issued by the Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles

 United States passport

 Debit or credit card

 Military identification

 Student identification

 Retirement center identification

 Neighborhood association identification

 Public assistance identification

 Veteran health identification card issued by the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs

 License to carry a concealed weapon or firearm issued pursuant to s. 790.06

 Employee identification card issued by any branch, department, agency, or 
entity of the federal government, the state, a county, or a municipality
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https://ballotpedia.org/Same-day_voter_registration
https://registertovoteflorida.gov/home
https://ballotpedia.org/Automatic_voter_registration

