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Inquiring Minds topic - 8 April 2016
Albert E. Myers, Moderator

Our Inquiring Minds

The moderator offers the following as a background for our discussion: 

My Reflections on a Journey with Inquiring Minds

Murray Kupshaw was the leader of Inquiring Minds when I first joined the group more than a decade ago. He chose the topics and presided at each meeting.  There were about six of us with him each Friday morning in the Osprey Room.  He finally admitted that he could no longer manage the group and asked for someone else to step up. Pat Powning then assumed the role, moderating each week for more than a year.

Pat Powning requested that others take the lead in turns. Thus began the practice of volunteers providing a topic and moderating it. Gradually the numbers of participants grew as more engaging topics were discussed. The group outgrew the Osprey Room several years ago and migrated to the Manatee Room, where it continues to grow. Current participation sometimes exceeds 40 persons.

Some participants come only when the topic interests them. A few have dropped away because discussion does not result in group action. New residents continue to appear among us and often remain in the group.

The ‘management’ of Inquiring Minds has evolved. In recent years I have assumed the role of communicator, sending an almost weekly email reminder of the Friday meeting, often attaching the topic paper. I have also assisted those preparing the topic by formatting the paper and providing it to the Resident Activities Center desk for duplication.


Bill Bartholet has assumed the role of coordinator and interface with the Shell Point management. Participants unanimously affirmed him in this role for 2016; previously he had been assigned this role by the management.

Over time a small group of participants has gathered in the Shell Point Genealogy Library in The Commons Saturday mornings to reflect on the purpose and process of Inquiring Minds. The group is quite informal and fluid. (They leave when someone seeking local and/or family history assistance comes to the library where I serve as Proctor.)

Absent a formal mechanism such as a steering committee, this informal, unaccredited group has reviewed the purpose of Inquiring Minds and believes the weekly Friday morning session is to provide mutual edification and dialog, and even perhaps entertainment, for participants. It has reflected on the “Group of Eight” who have served in recent years as rotating topic providers/moderators, suggesting gradual change. Perhaps a somewhat larger group of “regulars”, augmented by a few “back-up” persons, would assume responsibility in rotation   week by week. The “regulars” would be committed to stand aside for a participant who wished to moderate. They would also be open to moderating a topic provided by a participant who wished to be a part of the discussion (as the moderator’s role excludes him/her from entering into a discussion).

The group discussed other items without consensus: Should a topic be reviewed by a small group in advance to assure that it will attract participation and elicit discussion? Should moderators who do not guide the session helpfully be dissuaded from serving?  

We are Shell Point residents. We are all volunteers. We wish to enhance the dynamics and participation in Inquiring Minds. What will best serve us all? I will be in the moderator’s seat April 8. Please reflect on our journey together in Inquiring Minds and share your views at this session. 

Your participation is appreciated. Thanks to all who assist us. 

